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Having experienced a plethora of
successful and inspiring perfor-
mances both locally and abroad
during our previous “Take Flight!”
season, it is now time to return

to our roots, our community, our
home. Our upcoming season,
“Stream of Song” will do just that,
with waves of music which will
settle us into the waterways of the
spirit of the West, just as we enter
into the 150th (sesquicentennial)
year celebration of this place that
we call home.

Beginning with our October 17th
concert, featuring the Durango
Women’s Choir and special guests,
we will perform a selection of folk
songs and ballads in the Western/
pioneer spirit. The crown jewel

of the program will be “Rivers,
Rails, and Roots: A Sesquicenten-
nial Suite” for string quartet,
percussion, piano, and women’s
voices, composed by our own
Carol Thurman. This composition
is a collage of music grown in our
local soil, complete with Native
melodies, hymns, and the sounds
of the railroad and old mining
days—you might even hear the
train whistle!

Meanwhile, on November 8th and
9th, the Durango Choral Society

mixed choir will collaborate with
the San Juan Symphony in celebra-
tion of its 40th year anniversary.
“The Music Makers” by Edward
Elgar will be the highlight of the
program. Based on a poem by
Arthur O’Shaughnessy, the open-
ing words say, “We are the music
makers, and we are the dreamers
of the dream,” setting the stage
for a transformative experience
for all.

Of course, the holidays would not
be complete without our annual
Christmas Holiday concert at the
Community Concert Hall on
Sunday, December 7th. This spe-
cial concert features all of the DCS
ensembles, including the Durango
Children’s Chorale, Durango Youth
Chorus, Durango Choral Society
and Durango Women'’s Choir,
with opening, festive music by
Adam Swanson. We will bring to
you the best of seasonal favorites
and classical music which evoke
the magic of the season—Ilove,
peace, and joy!

After a brief holiday hiatus, DCS
returns in 2026 with our March
27th—28th Spring concerts. Within
our “Stream of Song” theme, the
mixed choir and women’s choir,
along with special guests from the
Telluride Choral Society, will join
forces in “A River Runs Through It:
Songs of the American Waters.”
This program includes songs that
embody the spirit of water, with a
nod to contemporary American
composers such as Eric Whitacre,
Eric William Barnum, and Joan
Szymko. You will find yourself

immersed in the beauty and
warmth of our American waters.

In April, the children’s choirs will
cap off their year with a joint
concert with our adult mixed
choir, guaranteed to entertain,
captivate, and delight you with
the pure sweetness of children’s
voices and repertoire. And our
final concert of the year will, of
course, be our annual Cabaret
fundraising event in May, featur-
ing the Durango Women’s Choir,
and special guests, including
Adam Swanson. In this perfor-
mance we will go “all out” to en-
tertain and bring the joy as only
DCS can.

We in the Durango Choral Society
know that none of what we do
would be possible without the
generous support of our donors,
sponsors, and audience members.
Your generosity is fundamental
towards fulfilling our mission of
bringing high-quality concerts and
music education to our region.

The opportunity to thank you,
through song, is our greatest joy.
Join us this season, whether as a
singer, donor, corporate sponsor,
or audience member, as we
present “Stream of Song.”

Sincerely,
Rhonda L. Muckerman

Artistic Director,
Durango Choral Society



The Durango Children’s Chorale end-of-
the-year celebratory trip to Salt Lake City
to perform and visit the “lagoon” was

| a success. Artistic Director Miss Amy

| reports that everyone took care of each

| other and came back ALIVE! The kiddos
were awarded a HUGE trophy that they
earned as a “community choir.” Amy said
the group received a superior rating—185
(the highest score was 190!) Her children
sang against 9th grade, SATB (4-part)
singers and received compliments on
their great behavior and professional-
ism—WOW! Christi Livingston did not go
along on this trip as their accompanist
but made a recording of one of the pieces. Fifteen minutes before they were to perform, Amy tried
the recording, but it would not play. So, with Robin’s help, Amy sat down at the piano and recorded
the piece just in time to go on stage. The students were quiet and attentive the whole time and per-
formed well. Amy added that DCS’s investment in our young singers was noticed! Besides the well-
behaved singers, the parents were on time
for everything!!

Amy Barrett meets with Diane Estes, the founder
of the Durango Children’s Chorale.

Our beloved Director Emerita, Linda Mack Berven, and
her husband Wynn Berven are moving to Palm Springs,
California in the near future. They are a huge part of
this community and will be sorely missed. We hope
that they continue to visit us and remain involved in
the cultural landscape of Durango that they helped

to create.




RIVERS, RAILS, AND ROOTS—A Sesquicentennial Suite
By Carol Thurman, Composer

{ing “Stream of Song,” the Durango Women's Choir will be diving right
into the flow with the premier of this new piece (composed for them
V] by one of them!) in their upcoming October concert.

From its beginning in the imagination of DCS’ own Katherine Reynolds,
with encouragement from our Maestras Linda Mack and Rhonda Muck-
erman, it made its way to the pen of DWC member and occasional
composer, Carol Thurman. During almost three years of research/
listening/writing/re-writing, the direction and scope of “RR & R” grew
constantly into its present incarnation: a five-movement suite for wom-
en's voices, string quartet, percussion, and piano that musically stirs the memories of almost
150 years (and beyond) of history in our southwestern corner of Colorado (celebrating its ses-
quicentennial anniversary next year!)

Carol has been a member of DCS and/or DWC for 31 years; she wears many hats, but whenever
she has a chance to compose, she works quietly but insatiably (ask her husband, Bill!), constant-
ly hearing all the parts in her head. In the age of “Finale,” etc., she still draws every note by hand
because that is a huge part of her process. Being a church musician from childhood and a music
educator for 15 years, she has always arranged and/or composed pieces for her choirs; special
memories for Carol include the Durango Children’s Chorale singing her piece “Trinitas” at the
National Cathedral in 1996 and years later, the women of the Santa Fe Desert Chorale singing
the first movement of that same piece in the Loretto Chapel—but to be clear, hearing ANY of
her choirs singing is ALWAYS music to her ears!

The Durango Women'’s Choir will premiere RIVERS, RAILS, AND ROOTS in
their first concert of the 2025-26 season, at 7:00 pm, Friday October 17,
2025, in Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 254 E. 5th Avenue, Durango, Colorado.




WHO’'S WHO ON THE DCS BOARD

Music community of Durango,

I am honored to be asked to serve as President of the DCS’s Board of
Directors.

| have sung with the DCS’s adult choir for three and a half years. Every
rehearsal and performance has filled my heart with joy. | know | am very
lucky to be a part of this talented and generous community.

| went to high school and college in Durango in the late 70s. | retired
from the National Park Service in October 2020 and returned to care for
my elderly mother. | have a Bearded Collie named Bear and | love to
teach knitting classes. | also sing with the traditional choir at Summit
Church and I’'m the President of the Animas Valley Grange.

Our Board of Directors is composed of many talented and experienced
members. | am fortunate to have Abby remain as Past President on our
Board. She has done so much to lead DCS for many years and we can’t
thank her enough for all her generous time and talent.

Let’s have a great year,

Nancy Shock

DCS Board members and staff
met recently at a day-long retreat
to discuss goals, objectives, and
dreams for the coming season and
the coming years.

Officers:

Nancy Shock
Melody Postoak
Jeanie Child

Jan Patton
Abby Bowen

Members-at-Large

Amy Abel
Courtney Ashmore
Helen Bendall-Hughes
Charlie Dismore
Gisela Lott

Tom Richards
Charmaine Stewart

President

Vice-President

Treasurer
Secretary
Past President

Staff

Rhonda Muckerman Artistic Director

Amy Barrett Artistic Director
Dawn Spaeder Executive Director
Robin Randolph Administration




SAVE THE DATES

“STREAM OF SONG”

For more information and ticketing options,
Rivers, RaIIS, and Roots please visit durangochoralsociety.org. And

’ . when you visit our webpage, scroll to the
The Durango Women’s Choir bottom of the home page and click on the

Friday, October 17, 2025 link to our YouTube videos. If you missed a

Sacred Heart Church, Dura ngo concert, this is your opportunity to enjoy
’ some beautiful music. You can also access

our past concerts via
The Music Makers, by Edward Elgar Durango Choral Society - YouTube

DCS with the San Juan Symphony

November 8th Community Concert Hall, Durango
November 9th Henderson Hall, Farmington

Visit the SJS website for ticketing information

Annual Christmas Holiday Concert
Featuring all the DCS Choirs
Sunday December 7, 2025
Community Concert Hall, Durango

A River Runs Through It: Songs of the American Waters
Durango Choral Society and Telluride Choral Society
Friday, March 27 and Saturday, March 28, 2026
Summit Church, Durango

Durango Choral Society with the Children’s Chorale and Youth Chorus
April 18, 2026
Christ the King Church, Durango

Annual Choral Society Cabaret

Featuring the Durango Women’s Choir and special guest, Adam Swanson
Saturday, May 16, 2026

Durango Arts Center



http://www.durangochoralsociety.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/durangochoralsociety

DCS TRIP TO ITALY, SUMMER 2025

Members of the Durango Choral Society (past and present) and a number of their family members took flight in late May to
Florence, Italy for a residency program with Mid-America International. This 9-day tour was originally planned for the spring
of 2020, but had been cancelled due to the pandemic. Fortunately, we received an invitation to experience this event again,
and many of our members took advantage.

Our tour began with a five-day residency in Florence where we prepared two major works: Mozart's Requiem, under the di-
rection of guest conductor Marcel Cailin Manson, and Vivaldi's Gloria, under the direction of our own Director Emerita, Linda
Mack. We rehearsed several times with members from other choirs around the U.S. and performed the pieces on June 4th
with a professional orchestra in Santa Croce Cathedral, where the reverberation was about 8 seconds long! Additionally, we
had the opportunity to perform the Vivaldi Gloria and a set of our own choosing at St. James Church on June 1st.

We continued on to Verona (the setting for Romeo and Juliet!) and on June 5th in San Nicolo Church had a most wonderful
opportunity to perform, as just DCS, our largely a cappella program, featuring works by Christopher Tin, Ola Gjeilo and Rich-
ard Burchard, directed by Rhonda Muckerman, who managed to eek out some Italian phrases in between pieces! We were
so well received and our performance was described as "outstanding" by Mid-America music director, Matthew Harden.

Throughout the trip we had many opportunities to sight-see, eat lots of gelato, laugh, enjoy each other's company, and
deepen our friendships. In addition to Florence and Verona, we also travelled to Venice and Lake Garda. The tour concluded
on June 8th, leaving all of us with cherished memories that will last a lifetime.

We could have included even more pages of wonderful photographs from the trip in this newsletter, but had to stop at some
point! Many thanks to the folks who contributed these great photos: Jill, Helen, Nancy, Rhonda, Charlie, Charmaine, and
Courtney. I'll just bet that anyone who went on the trip would love to show you their photos at our rehearsals, which start
soon!

Being a part of DCS
changes lives and
makes members just
jump for joy!




100 miles is a long way in Italy. 100 years is a long
time in the USA.

Being a conductor is an amazing feet (er...feat); a
responsibility to the performances, the audience
and the integrity of the composition. It takes a
lot of sole (er....soul.)




ITALY, SUMMER 2025

There are no cars in Venice.
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DCS appreciates individual personalities and
how the sum of all the parts creates some-
thing bigger than each individual voice.

Practice makes perfect.



| DCS is a shared experience about song
L and laughter through the generations!
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Ciao! Arrivederci! Alla prossima! Amici per sempre.

-



WE LOVE OUR DONORS

Season Partnership

Many thanks to our season sponsor,
TBK Bank

Corporate Business Partnerships

Coca Cola Bottling Company
Kroger/City Market Cares Program
Dick Pearson, City Market

Star Liquors

Grants and Scholarships

Ballantine Family Fund

Colorado Creative Industries
Community Foundation serving South-
west Colorado

Colorado Gives Foundation

Cyber Grants

Durango Business Improvement Dis-
trict

Durango Education Foundation
Durango Friends of the Arts

Golden Donors ($500 to $999)

Anonymous

Laurie Barker

The Barker Family

Greg Bell

Abby Bowen and Rhys Schrock
Doug Brew

Susan and Wayne Caplan

Ron and Jane Fogleman Charitable Fund
Helen and Steve Jauregui
Virginia Miller-Cavanagh

Carol and Bill Thurman

Maestra’s Circle ($1,000 or more)

Anonymous

Courtney Ashmore

Carol Ault

Linda Mack Berven and Wynn Berven
Sally and Gene Bradley

Ellie Cline

Elizabeth and Larry Crawford
Jacqueline and Bryan Dear

Julia Dodd

Lynn Eustance and Jim Adkins
The Estate of Linda and Jon Geer
Dr. Richard and Gay Grossman
Geoffrey Hirt

Marti and Steve Kiely

Sandra and Donald Mapel

Betsy Peterson

Elizabeth Petersen

Dianne and Richard Pratt

Dawn and Josh Spaeder

Gordon and Dene Thomas

Benefactor ($250-$499)

Anonymous

Barbara Bell

Norman Broad and Carol Salomon
Jeanie Child

Paul and Cathy Duggan
Jo and Ken Fusco

Gerald and Linda Harris
Osamu and Yoko Imoto
Robin and John Randolph
Janice Sheftel

Nancy Wiersma



WE LOVE OUR DONORS

Supporter ($100-$249)

Anonymous

C. Jeanne Bandy

Jim and Linda Beck

The Brandsma Family, in honor of
Rhonda Muckerman
Debbie Burns

Van Butler

Marsha Clouser
Louanne Crawford
Kathy Davis

Mitch Dion

Lani Graham

Charles Hakes

Lucy Johnson

Cory Kindle

Faye Levine

Christi Livingston

Gisela Lott

Rochelle Mann

Phyllis Max

Yolanda McKinnon
Melanie and Hal McLean
Tom and Bonnie Miller
Rhonda Muckerman

Jan and John Patton
Paul Pieczyaski

Debra Pierce

Robin and John Randolph
Katherine A. Reynolds
Becca Robison

Bruce and Suzanne Rodman
Nancy Shock

David Smith

Ann Timmons

Contributor (up to $99)

Anonymous

Amy Abel

Amy and Kermitt Barrett
Tamra Bradshaw

Marcie and J. Michael Bray
Julie Brett

Karla Brown

Katherine Burgess

Susan Campbell

Andrew Currie

Alison Dance

Robert DeMoss

Ann Duff

Jana Goldstein

Jeunesse and Blake Fredrickson
Donald and Wendy Hassemer
Duane Heidenreich

Heidi Holley

Elsa Horowitz

Lynne Lurison

Nancy and Thomas Mace
Dan and Polly Morgenstern
Suzanne Motsinger

Kay Neal

Kent Norgren

Nancy and Jim Ottman
Jean Owens

Janet Peterson

Melody Postoak

Thom Rader

Susan Ralston

Judith Reynolds

Laura Rieck

Robert and Elizabeth Schurman
Alfred and Reta Shablo
Doty Shepard

David and Debbie Shew
Alana K. Szany

Lawrence Tweedy

Jill and Connie Waterman
Susan Weber

Nancy Wilson-Mills

Robert Winslow



